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[62] CHAPTER VIL
OF SOME SURPRISES BY THE IROQUOIS.

WOULD almost as soon be besieged by Goblins

I as by the Iroquois; the latter are hardly more
visible than the former. When they are far
away, we think they are at our doors; and when they
fling themselves on their prey, we imagine that they
are in their own country. The people who dwelt in
the forests of Richelieu and of Montreal were brought
in and shut up more closely than any Religious or any
Nun in the smallest Monasteries of France. Itis true
that these Croats did not make their appearance at
Montreal this year, but nevertheless there was no
assurance that they were very far away from there.
Asregards Richelieu, observe how they approached it.
On the 14th of September of last year, a soldier
was working for amusement, at a distance of a mus-
ket shot from the Fort, in a small field [63] that he
was tilling in order to plant indian corn therein, when
four or five Iroquois rushed from an ambush, and
threw themselves on him, without doing him any
harm. The young man, preferring to die by steel
rather than by fire, clung so firmly to a stump and
to some roots, that they could not succeed in drag-
ging him away from these. Furious at his resistance,
they discharged I know not how many blows from
their war hatchets upon his head; and, finding
that they were observed from the Fort, and that
some shots were already being fired at them, they



